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GROTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held at 7 pm Wednesday 3 September 2014 at  
Groton Village Hall, Broad Street, Groton 

 
Present: C Fraulo (in the Chair), J Osborne (Vice Chair), G Smith, R Kelsey, N 

Cox 
 
In attendance: A Robinson (Clerk), J Finch (Suffolk County Councillor), B Hurren 

(Babergh District Councillor) 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies had been received from Adam Dixon-Smith (approved) and the Police. 
2. To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interest in any item on the Agenda 

There were none. 
3. To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of 7 May 2014 

The Minutes of the meeting of 2 July 2014 were approved and signed, proposed by 
Jeremy Osborne, seconded by Carey Fraulo. 

4. To co-opt a new Councillor to fill the Casual Vacancy 
No-one has yet officially put their name forward so this matter was carried forward to 
the next meeting. 

5. To receive reports from: 
5.1. Suffolk Constabulary 

The Police were not in attendance but had forwarded a report which had been 
circulated and was read out.  2 crimes had been recorded, both common assault.  
The police alerted parishioners to the spate of arson attacks in Sudbury and 
district recently, advising everyone not to put their bins out until collection day 
and to report all fires.  The next priority setting meeting is on 16 September 
between 11 am and 12 pm at Stanstead Community Centre. 

5.2. Suffolk County Council 
James Finch had circulated his report prior to the meeting, providing information 
on the rise in GCSE results in Suffolk, the Endeavour Card which is provided for 
young people aged 16-19 to travel on Suffolk buses, and the grants available 
under the Suffolk Energy Action scheme. 
 
Bryn Hurren asked why the Young Persons Card was scrapped and then replaced 
by the new Endeavour Card.  James Finch said that the previous Explore card 
allowed travel anywhere, not just for education, so it was more economic to 
change the card. 
 
Jeremy Osborne asked about priority setting for road resurfacing and repair, 
pointing out that the C720 from Edwardstone through Groton to Lindsey had 
recently been resurfaced even though it was already in a far better condition than, 
for example, Groton Street.  James said that he is holding a meeting with the 
Highways Area Officers on 25 September and this is the type of issue he will be 
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dealing with.  Jeremy indicated that the Parish Council would like to be involved 
in priority making decisions and James agreed that this would be ideal.  He will 
report back. 
 
Chair Carey Fraulo referred to her correspondence with James earlier in the day 
regarding a serious problem with school transport that had arisen today, the first 
day back to school.  A taxi had failed to turn up to pick up a child from Groton 
and take them to Boxford Primary School.  The school had not been informed that 
a taxi was being used and the taxi firm had not been informed where to pick the 
child up.  The Chair said that this was completely unacceptable and James agreed 
and said that he had been very shocked to hear what had happened.  A formal 
complaint has been made and the matter is under investigation.  There was 
considerable discussion on and heavy criticism of the Suffolk County Council 
school transport policy, including on the £18m expenditure.  James will report 
back in due course.  Bryn Hurren would like to be kept informed of the situation 
as he may be able to assist. 
 
The Chair asked James if he had been approached by Paul Gant of Suffolk 
Highways regarding the proposal to have 30mph roundels painted on the road at 
key points in Groton at a cost of £428.20.  Paul had said that he would ask James 
if he could fund this from his Locality Budget.  James said that he had not been 
approached but was happy to consider making a contribution of 50%, then 
increasing this to £250.  Councillors asked if he could fund the whole sum, as 
Groton has not asked for anything from the Locality Budget for some time.  
James will consider after speaking to Paul Gant and report back.  James left the 
meeting at 7.35 pm. 

5.3. Babergh District Council 
Bryn Hurren reported that there is an exhibition regarding local needs housing at 
Sand Hill, Boxford at Boxford Village Hall on Friday 5 September from 6-8pm 
and councillors were invited.  He will be there with 2 Boxford Parish Councillors 
to explain the new plans. 
 
Bryn was happy to report that after some difficulties, Boxford will be holding a 
Fireworks Display this year on 8 November and he hoped that Groton 
parishioners will support the event. 
 
As far as planning issues were concerned, Bryn advised that he is liaising with the 
owners of Mulberry Barn, Groton and BDC planners and progress is being made.  
He confirmed that he had established that Groton is classed as Open Countryside, 
therefore it will be more difficult to obtain permission to develop than if it were 
classed as Hinterland, as is Edwardstone. 
 
Bryn advised that a major issue in the BDC area was provision of housing, with 
people having to be put up in bed and breakfast accommodation for the first time 
for some years.  BDC is going to build 29 new council houses which should help 
the situation. 
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6. To receive reports and questions from Councillors and members of the public: 
Jeremy Osborne reported that he had been unable to attend the June SALC meeting 
but will be attending the September meeting next week.  He will report back. 
 
Jeremy said that Groton United Charities was able to give out 4 requested grants at its 
July meeting.  They will be meeting again in November and will advertise in the Box 
River News.  He would encourage people to apply for grants from both GUC and 
Groton Educational Foundation.  The proposed merger with Boxford is proceeding 
slowly. 

7. To consider whether to adopt the draft Freedom of Information publication 
scheme and to consider registering with the Information Commissioner’s Office 

 
The Clerk advised that the Council had previously adopted a similar scheme but that 
this now needed updating.  Also, the Council needed to register with the Information 
Commissioner’s Office for Data Protection purposes at an annual cost of £35.  
Although disappointed at the cost, the Council resolved to adopt the scheme and to 
register and pay the annual fee by direct debit, proposed Rona Kelsey, seconded Nick 
Cox.  The Direct Debit form was signed. 

8. To consider adopting the Suffolk Association of Local Councils revised Code of 
Conduct 

 
Councillors had had an opportunity to read the revised Code since the last meeting 
and resolved to adopt it, proposed Jeremy Osborne, seconded Rona Kelsey. 

9. To consider appointing a representative to work with Boxford and Edwardstone 
on a Neighbourhood Plan 

 
The Council considered the offer from Boxford to join together to work on a 
Neighbourhood Plan but could not see any advantage in doing so at this stage. 

10. Chairman’s and Clerk’s reports and correspondence 
10.1. To review and approve the new Groton Parish Council website prior 

to publication 
 
The clerk advised that she had liaised with John Kirby and Sue Knight and the 
contract for hosting the existing website, which expires in October, has been 
cancelled and no further cost will be incurred.  She has drafted a new site using the 
OneSuffolk site, which is free to use and aimed at Parish Councils.  Councillors 
considered the draft pages and were happy with the content.  Jeremy Osborne will 
produce some wording for the welcome page and further content for the History 
section, and Rona Kelsey will liaise with the Village Hall Committee as to what 
information they would like inserted.  The Clerk will contact Groton Educational 
Foundation to see if they would like a mention.  There is plenty of room for village 
organisations to advertise their events.  The Council resolved to go ahead with the 
website. 
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10.2. To confirm the location of the parish council’s strimmer and provide 
an update on the parish fields 

The strimmer had been located.  Jeremy Osborne is researching the history of the 
parish fields and will report back once he has done so. 

 
10.3. To consider correspondence received 

 
A letter had been received from Chris Kennedy formally resigning from the Council.  
The Council considered the other correspondence received and had no comments. 

11. Highway Matters: 
11.1. Speeding Traffic  

The meeting with Paul Gant is referred to at 5.2 above.   Rona Kelsey reported 
that she had been along to a speedwatch session in Boxford, who have invited 
anyone else willing to train to go along.  They have also offered to come to our 
next meeting to explain what is involved.  The Council agreed with this approach 
and Rona will arrange it. 

11.2. Any other Highway and Footpath matters 
Gerald Smith said that it may be that the reason for the road from Edwardstone 
through Groton to Lindsey being resurfaced could be that it is a C road and 
Groton Street is unclassified. 
 
Jeremy Osborne noted that there had been a lot of work going on digging up the 
roads, believed to be for improved broadband speeds.  The expectation is also that 
Groton should have 4G by January 2015.   
 
Nick Cox asked why there were no dog bins on the Croft, as many people walk 
their dogs there.  The Clerk will look into the cost of providing additional bins 
and paying for emptying. 

12.   Planning Matters 
12.1. Local Housing Needs Survey 

The Chair said that she had spoken to Sunila Osborne in the last few days.  Sunila 
had confirmed that she had passed the marked up plan on to the Planning 
Department and they will decide which, if any, of the proposed sites are feasible 
and come back to us.  The Chair, Rona Kelsey and Jeremy Osborne would be 
keen to meet up with the planners when they come to the village and Bryn Hurren 
asked to be kept informed. 

12.2. Any urgent planning matters 
There were none.  The application for the extension at 1 Horners Green has been 
approved.  The application for a shed to contain a WC cubicle in the church yard 
at St Bartholomew’s Church, made in May 2012, has been approved. 

13. Financial Matters: 
13.1. Statement of Finances and Orders for Payment 

The Council’s financial position as at 19 June 2014 was reported as follows: 
 
Reserve Account    £2514.57 
Current Account    £2920.05 



/2014 
 

Total      £5434.93 
 
The Responsible Financial Officer reported that the Council’s insurance was due 
at the end of September.  The Council had accepted a 3 year deal last year so the 
premium was the same.  Councillors resolved to pay the premium noted below, 
proposed by Carey Fraulo, seconded by Jeremy Osborne. 
 
The Account book was checked by Jeremy Osborne and Gerald Smith and 
compared to the bank statements and cheque books and all was found to be in 
order. 
 
 

Cheque no Amount Payee Purpose 
Direct debit £35 per annum Information 

Commissioner 
Data Protection registration 

664 £179.17 Business Services at 
CAS 

Insurance renewal 

 
13.2. To consider changes to Bank Mandates 
The Responsible Financial Officer reported that when she had contacted the bank to 
obtain new mandates for Rona Kelsey and Nick Cox she had asked them to confirm 
that the current signatories for both accounts were correct.  Unfortunately they were 
not and the bank had sent several additional forms to be completed.   The Council 
resolved to change the authorised signatories in the current mandate in accordance 
with sections 5 and 6 of the mandate, proposed Carey Fraulo, seconded Rona Kelsey. 
Those councillors present completed the forms and 3 councillors will attend the bank 
with identification to enable them to be added as signatories. 

14. To agree future Agenda items 
It was resolved to add Housing Needs, Speeding Traffic, litter picking proposals and 
dog bins on the Croft to the next Agenda. 

15. To agree the date of the next meeting 
• 5th November 2014 
•  

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.06 pm. 
 

 
Chairman        Date 

 


