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Groton Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held at 7 pm Wednesday 5 March 2014 at 
Groton Village Hall, Broad Street, Groton 

 
Present: D Elliott, C Fraulo (in the Chair), C Kennedy, J Osborne (Vice- 

Chair), G Smith  
 
In attendance: A Robinson (Clerk), B Hurren, J Fudge 
  
1) Apologies for Absence: 

James Finch. 
 

2) To Receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interest in any item on this agenda. 
Gerald Smith declared an interest in Agenda item 9, Donations and s 137 
payments and allocation of precept.  The Declarations of Interest book was signed. 

 
3) To approve the Minutes of the meeting of 8 January 2014. 

The Minutes of 8 January 2014 were approved, proposed by Vice Chair Jeremy 
Osborne, seconded by Gerald Smith. 
 

4) To receive a report from Suffolk Constabulary 
PCSO Jamie Fudge reported that during the period 12 November 2013 to 28 
February 2014 there were 3 reports of burglary, 1 report of vehicle crime, 1 report 
of theft and 1 report of criminal damage.  He also reported that there had been a 
theft of heating oil locally this week.  The Priority Setting Meeting would be held 
at Alpheton Village Hall on 18 March between 11am and 12 noon.  The first 
meeting of Babergh Police Cadets had been held recently.  PCSO Fudge advised 
that any suspicious vehicles or incidents of speeding should be reported via the 
101 non-emergency number, or by calling 999 if it was thought a crime was in 
progress.  The Chair Carey Fraulo requested the police to make an appearance at 
school run time in Groton Street and/or Church Street due to concerns regarding 
speeding traffic.  PCSO Fudge informed the Council that the Police were aiming 
to increase visibility, including in relation to parking issues around Boxford 
School.  
 

5) To receive a report from Babergh District Council 
Bryn Hurren reported that the potholes in the area were appalling, particularly at 
Frog Hall. He will contact Suffolk Highways to back up the Council’s efforts to 
have the potholes dealt with.  He advised that the budget had been set with a nil 
increase, although the local government grant nationally had been cut heavily.  
The Planning Core Strategy had been established in place of the Local Plan – for 
growth, the aim is for 60% of housing in urban locations and 40% in some 
villages.  The planning application for Sand Hill had been withdrawn and is likely 
to be reshaped.  The application for a solar farm in a nearby village was rejected. 
 

6) To receive a report from Suffolk County Council 
James Finch had circulated his report prior to the meeting.  Suffolk County  
Council (SCC) is looking for more people interested in adopting a child to come  
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forward.  SCC approved the budget proposals for the new financial year as part of  
a 4 year plan designed to fill an estimated budget gap of £156 million.  SCC  
approved a 3 year investment plan to increase apprenticeship numbers across the  
county.  SCC had organised the 2013 Suffolk Rail conference which demonstrated  
how rail improvements could help connect businesses and benefit the local  
economy.  Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service had sent one of their specialist rescue  
vehicles to help those affected by severe flooding in Somerset.  James Finch asked  
the Council to keep Suffolk Highways informed of problems arising from the  
recent severe weather. 
 

 
7) Chairman’s and Clerk’s reports and correspondence 
The Chair confirmed that the Noticeboard near the Fox and Hounds is still in poor 
repair.  The Clerk will tidy it up and the Chair will do what she can to make repairs.  
The Chair reported that owing to the resignation of Mark Mayhew, there was a 
vacancy for a Councillor.  The post was being advertised and it was hoped that it 
would be possible to find someone to fill the vacancy.  David Elliott advised that after 
35 years as a Parish Councillor for Groton, he had decided to retire following the 
AGM/APM on 7 May.  The Council expressed its thanks to David for his many years 
of service to the village. 

 
8) Highway and Footpath Matters 

David Elliott reported that he had met with Paul Gant from Suffolk Highways 
early in February and had shown him the various potholes and other Highway 
related issues around the village, including the culvert near Frog Hall.  Suffolk 
Highways had agreed to send a jetter to clear the culvert but this had not yet been 
done, and the potholes had not yet been fixed.  The Clerk is to contact Suffolk 
Highways again, and will also report the new large pothole which has appeared in 
Groton Street near the entrance to the Croft.  The Clerk will also contact UK 
Power Networks as David Elliott reported that the tree which came down in the 
recent storms near the substation at the top of Swan Street near the Fox and 
Hounds was removed from the road by their operatives but they have left the trunk 
of the tree in the ditch, causing a blockage.  The Council expressed its concern at 
the number of ditches in the area which have not been cleared out, adding to the 
flooding problems.  David Elliott agreed to check on the situation and will report 
back to the Council before next winter. 
 

9) Housing Needs Survey 
Having considered the information received from Sunila Osborne from 
Community Action Suffolk at the last meeting, the Council agreed to go back to 
Sunila and propose some suggested sites for a small development of affordable 
houses.  This action was proposed by Carey Fraulo and seconded by Jeremy 
Osborne.  The Chair will contact Sunila and report back. 
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10) Planning Matters 
The Clerk reported that the Informal Hearing of the appeal against the planning 
refusal in relation to Castlings Hall, Castlings Heath is to take place at Babergh 
District Council’s offices on 3 April 2014 at 10am and is expected to last 2 days.  
The Council had previously had no objection to the application and this remains 
the case. 
 

11) Financial Matters: 
Statement of Finances and Orders for Payment 
The Council’s financial position as at 5 March 2014 was reported as follows: 
 

 Reserve Account as at  31 December 2013  £2514.26 
 Current Account as at 31 January 2014  £2837.62 
 Total       £5351.88 

 
The Councillors authorised the following payment, proposed by Vice Chair 
Jeremy Osborne, seconded by Chris Kennedy. 
 

    
Cheque no 

000648 
Amount 

£48.40 
Payee 
Babergh DC 
 

Purpose 
Dog and litter bin emptying 
 
 

    

    

 
Donations and s137 payments and allocation of precept 
The Councillors discussed the donations and s137 payments to be made from the 
2013-2014 budget.  To date only one donation had been made, being £25 to the 
British Legion, as the Council had waited to see what expenditure was necessary 
in relation to the Village Hall before committing itself to further payments.  After 
discussion and consideration of the proposed budget for 2014-2015, the Council 
agreed to make the following payments, proposed by Vice Chair Jeremy Osborne 
and seconded by Chair Carey Fraulo.  
 
Cheque no Amount Payee    Purpose 
00649  £320  Boxford Playing Fields   Donation 
00650  £330  Groton PCC   Donation  
00651  £100  East Anglian Air Ambulance s137 LGA 1972 
00652  £150  Citizens’ Advice Bureau Donation 
 
Clerk’s training 
The Clerk confirmed that she would be attending the New Clerks’ Day and the 
Intensive CiLCA training days in April and May 2014, both arranged by SALC.  
The Council agreed to fund half the cost of the training.  The Clerk has applied for 
a bursary which will hopefully reduce the cost.  It was also agreed that the Clerk 
could arrange for her salary to be dealt with by SALC’s Payroll Service at a cost 
of £7 per quarter. 
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12) Future Agenda Items 
• Local Housing Needs Survey 
 

Dates of Next Meetings: 
 

• 7th May  2014 (AGM & APM) 
• 2nd July 2014 
• 3rd September 2014 
• 5th November 2014 
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 
9.10 pm. 
 

 
 

Chairman        Date 


