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GROTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held at 7pm on Wednesday  
1 July 2015 at Groton Village Hall, Broad Street, Groton 

 
Present:  C Fraulo, J Osborne, R Kelsey, N Cox 
In attendance: A Robinson (Clerk); J Finch (Suffolk County Councillor); B Hurren 
(Babergh District Councillor) 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence 

These were received and approved from A Dixon-Smith and P Roberts (both 
business commitments) 

2. To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interest  
There were none. 

3. Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting of 13 May 2015 were agreed, proposed by J 
Osborne, seconded R Kelsey and were duly signed. 

4. Councillor vacancies 
The Council resolved to continue to approach people who may be interested in 
standing. 

5. Reports 
5.1. J Finch had circulated a copy of his report prior to the meeting.  He said that if 

any input was received relating to community transport it should be passed to 
him. 

5.2. B Hurren apologised for not attending the last meeting which closely followed 
the election.  He said that 2 main points came out of his visits to electors – one 
was that several people were isolated due to lack of transport and he has been 
arranging visits to the Quay Theatre and providing transport for local people.  
Also housing needs were raised.   

5.3. Suffolk Constabulary were not in attendance. 
6. Reports and questions: 

R Kelsey reported that she had attended the Babergh Area SALC meeting and found 
it interesting.  Information was received on Better Broadband, promotion of women’s 
cycling and the review of play pitches across Babergh.  Training will be provided on 
the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which replaces s106 in most 
circumstances.  More flexible planning policies are being introduced.   

7. Financial risk assessment 
Councillors considered the Risk Assessment document for 2015-2016 and concluded 
that all was in order. 

8. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
Councillors considered these and were in agreement that no changes were required to 
Standing Orders.  The Clerk suggested that the Financial Regulations be brought in 
line with NALC’s 2014 revised version and Councillors agreed that she should put 
this together and let them have it for consideration prior to the next meeting. 
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9. Email  
Councillors confirmed that they were happy to accept correspondence by email. 

10. Chairman’s and Clerk’s reports and correspondence 
C Fraulo said that the visit by the Ambassador had been very successful.  She asked 
the Council to consider paying £117.44 being the cost of the oak tree that the 
Ambassador had planted, which had been paid for by Bob Bowdidge.  The Council 
agreed to do so.  Thanks were recorded in particular to Pat Kennedy Scott, Valerie 
Riddleston, Jayne Foster and Colin and Elisabeth Blackmore. 
The Clerk reported that she had put onto the website all the information required to be 
posted in accordance with the Transparency Code in time for the 1 July deadline, and 
she would continue to keep it up to date in accordance with the legislation. 

11. Local Housing Needs 
Conflicting information had been received from Babergh’s planning and housing 
departments regarding finding an alternative site for affordable housing.  B Hurren 
will clarify the position and let the Council know the position. 

12. Highway and footpath matters 
C Fraulo had met with Kevin Verlander, the SCC Rights of Way Officer, to discuss 
the incorrect path cutting.  He had suggested that a councillor should meet again 
when the contractors are due to cut, to ensure that it is done in the correct place.  C 
Fraulo is likely to be away when the cut is made but she will liaise with A Dixon-
Smith regarding the issue.  The Council agreed that it would be worth looking at the 
whole issue of footpath cutting and it would be best if the Parish Council had control 
of the budget. 

13. Planning Matters 
13.1. Mobile phone mast at Sherbourne House Farm, Edwardstone 

The Council considered the letter dated 16 June 2015 received from 
Harlequin Group regarding the proposed mast.  All were in favour. 

13.2. Planning applications received - There were none. 
13.3. Planning decisions received 

The porch at 5 Castlings Heath had been approved. 
14. Financial matters 

14.1. To approve the Statement of Finances and Orders for Payment 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s financial position was as follows: 
 
Reserve Account as at  29 May 2015   £2516.03 
Current Account as at 30 April 2015   £5031.39 
Total       £7547.42 
 
This was approved and the following cheques were signed, proposed by J 

Osborne and seconded by R Kelsey. 
 

Cheque No Amount Payee Purpose 
 

684 £15.59 Anita Robinson Clerk’s expenses 
May-June 2015 
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685 £306.79 Anita Robinson Clerk’s salary 
April-June 2015 

686 £72.60 HMRC Tax on clerk’s 
salary April-June 
2015 

687 £30 Community 
Action Suffolk 

Subscription 

688 £10 Sudbury Town 
Council 

SALC training 
for R Kelsey 

689 £40 Boxstore Storage of archive 
boxes 8/14-8/15 

690 £87.50 BDC Election costs 
2015 

691 £117.44 R Bowdidge  Cost of tree for 
Ambassador to 
plant 

15. Future Agenda items – Local Housing Needs; footpath review 
16. Date of next meeting – 2 September 2015 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Chairman      Date 

. 
 
 


